





The Honorable Timm Ormsby
Washington State House of Representatives
315 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504

RE: House Operating Budget Request – Using a Small Portion of Unspent Funding in the Workforce Education Investment Account to Restore Funding for STEM Robotics Education

Chair Ormsby,

[bookmark: _Hlk498431418]I am writing to request that you include a small portion of the unspent funding in the Workforce Education Investment Account to restore funding for FIRST robotics programs in the Appropriations Committee’s 2026 Supplemental Operating Budget proposal. This funding has been included in the state’s biennial Operating Budget for years and was included in the Governor’s 2025-27 Operating Budget proposal. However, it was removed in the final Conference Budget at the end of last session.

Having heard from FIRST students, many of whom come from underserved and rural communities, about the importance of this program, we believe it should be funded for the 2027 fiscal year. FIRST is the largest after-school, non-profit STEM education program in Washington State, with thousands of students who engage each year in the sport of science, technology, and teamwork. These students are assisted by a network of over 3,000 mentors and volunteers, and donors who match the state’s investment dollar for dollar.

RCW 43.79.195 states that expenditures from the workforce education investment account “may be used only for higher education compensation, state-funded student aid programs, and workforce development including career connected learning as defined by RCW 28C.30.020.”

Since FIRST robotics prepares students for careers in STEM by providing hands-on skills training in building full size robots, in conjunction with industry mentors, these programs should qualify under RCW 43.79.195 as “career connected learning”, “workforce development”, and/or “state-funded student aid programs” (especially with the historical precedent during the 2019-2021 biennium when the account was used for K-12 career connected learning). FIRST also prepares our students for employment opportunities in AI and robotics, meeting key skills gaps in our state.

With all these benefits, we would like to request the inclusion of the language below to restore funding for FIRST robotics programs in FY 2027:

Requested Operating Budget Language:
Sec. 614. FOR THE WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD
If equally matched by private donations, $1,475,000 of the workforce education investment account–state appropriation shall be used to support FIRST robotics programs in grades four through twelve.

Sincerely,




