Senator/Representative [Last Name],
As students in your district, [TEAM NAME and TEAM NUMBER] are writing to ask for your support in signing on to the Operating Budget request letter (attached below). This letter asks that a small portion of the unspent funds in the Workforce Education Investment Account be allocated to restore funding for STEAM robotics education. 
This support is essential for our team and for hundreds of other robotics teams across Washington. With continued investment, students like us can participate in FIRST® programs that emphasize hands-on learning, Gracious Professionalism®, and Coopertition®, while building real-world technical and teamwork skills. 
FIRST® is the largest nonprofit STEAM education program in Washington State, engaging more than 10,000 students each year. Through FIRST®, we learn to design, build, and program full-size robots alongside industry mentors. These experiences directly align with our future career interests and help prepare us to meet some of the state’s most urgent workforce needs. 
The funding outlined in the attached request has been part of the state’s biennial Operating Budget for many years and was included in the Governor’s 2025–27 Operating Budget proposal. Unfortunately, it was removed during the final Conference Budget negotiations last session. 
Because there are dedicated, unspent resources available in the Workforce Education Investment Account, we respectfully ask for your support in restoring this small but critical investment in Washington’s students. 
We respectfully ask for your confirmation that you are willing to sign on in support of this Operating Budget request and help advance it forward. A simple “yes” reply to this e-mail indicating your support would be greatly appreciated. Of course we would love to hear more from you, but also know you are very busy. Once supporters have been confirmed, we will follow up with a formal letter for signatures. 
Thank you for your advocacy in Olympia! 
Sincerely, 
[TEAM NAME and TEAM NUMBER]
